
Schools Battle, Raise Funds for a Cause 
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Administrators, teachers and staff  from the 
Southern York County School District raced, 
skipped, shot baskets, popped balloons, and 
scooted across the high school gym recently, 
while raising money for the district’s scholarship 
program. 

Th e fi rst annual Battle of the Buildings raised  
$2,545 for the Southern York County School Dis-
trict Dollars for Scholars Program. Teams from 
each of the six buildings competed in various 
relay races, while fans from each of the schools 
packed the Susquehannock High School gym and 
cheered for their teams.

From Admin Storm, Orange Crush, and Warrior 
Nation, to Friendship Fire, Shrewsbury Stackers 
and Southern’s Team Good Times, each school 
featured its own participants and events for the 
competition. Th e relay races consisted of Offi  ce 

Chair Basketball, Cup Stacking, Scooter/Clothes 
Relay, Hands Full Relay, Dizzy Bats, and Broom 
Hockey. 

Th e high school team, Warrior Nation, fi nished 
with the most points, winning this year’s Battle 
of the Buildings trophy.

“Th e event is just one more example of the 
wonderful things that happen in the Southern 
York County School District when we all come 
together for a good cause,” Susquehannock High 
School Assistant Principal Stacey Sidle said.

Sidle, along with Athletic Director Chuck 
Abbott, coordinated the event. Th e district 
plans to make this scholarship fundraiser an 
annual function, she said. 

At a recent Board of Education meeting, Sidle 
and Abbott presented a check to the Founda-
tion (see bottom right photograph).

Top Left – Teams raced to shoot baskets in Wheel Chair Basketball; Top Right – Players in the fi nal event popped balloons while 
their ankles were tied to one another ; Bottom Left – Susquehannock High School’s team, Warrior Nation, emerged as the winner; 
Bottom Right (left to right) – Southern York County School Board President Robert Schefter; Athletic Director Chuck Abbott; 
Assistant Principal Stacey Sidle; and SYCSD Foundation President Glenn Geiple
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Julie K. Szymaszek ............Asst. Superintendent
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BOARD MEETINGS
The Southern York County School District Board of 
Education holds meetings on the  third Thursday of 
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, 
August, September, October, and November; and 
the fi rst Thursday of  December. Unless otherwise 
noted, meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Confer-
ence Room of the District Administration building. 
Meetings are also televised live via Comcast’s 
Cable TV Channel 99.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Offi ce.............................................. Ext. 7300

MISSION STATEMENT
The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the offi ce of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
PUBLICATION

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
September/October, January/February, April, and 
May/June through the Publications and Public In-
formation offi ce of our district.  

WEB SITE
www.syc.k12.pa.us
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Schools Announce
National Geography Bee Winners

Students in grades four, fi ve and six at Friendship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary Schools participated this year in the National Geography Bee. Following a qualifying 
test, the top fi ve students of each class then proceeded to the preliminary round competi-
tion, where they answered questions on U.S. geography, state geography, U.S. cities, con-
tinents, world capital cities, and cultural geography.  Th e top ten students in this round 
went to the fi nal competition to determine the school winners. Th e National Geography 
Bee is an educational program of the National Geographic Society.

School Winners

Friendship
1st.................................Jeremy Batemen
2nd ........................................Colin Kelly
3rd .........................................Kyle Shenk

Southern
1st ......................................Ethan Paules
2nd.........................................Tyler Wells
3rd ................................Clayton Leasure

Shrewsbury
1st ......................................Jared Jordan
2nd .....................................Dylan Parkin
3rd .................................Andrew Hoopes

Pictured to the right are Friendship Elemen-
tary School winners (left to right) – Jeremy 
Bateman; Colin Kelly; Assistant Principal Jodie 
Sauers; and Kyle Shenk

Pictured to the left are Southern Elementary 
School winners (left to right) – Ethan Paules;  
Tyler Wells; and  Clayton Leasure

Pictured to the right are Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary School winners (left to right) – Andrew 
Hoopes; Jared Jordan; and Dylan Parkin
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Barnhart Sings at National Conference
Matthew Barnhart, a fi fth grade student at Friendship Elementary School, sang in the National Children’s 
Choir at Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C. March 14th. About 350 fourth and fi fth grade students 
auditioned for this choir from across the country and 175 students were chosen to perform.

Several choral students in fi fth and sixth grades from Friend-
ship and Southern Elementary Schools performed March 21st 
at Central High School. Th is is the fi rst year for the Elementary 
Honors Choir. Th e Students were chosen by teacher recom-
mendation. 

Pictured below are the Honors Choirs from Friendship and Southern.  From 
Friendship (back row, left to right) – Aidan Kirkendall, Kathryn Mays, 
Dylan Donlon-Moyer, Matt Twaddle, and Jake Smith; front row – Joseph 
Speir, Kyle Shenk, Mackenzie Lycliter, and Brenden Haney; absent – Madi-
son Staub

From Southern (back row, left to right) – Carly Deter, Gabrielle Cory, Mia 
Giglio, Hailey Brooks, and Emma Fletcher; front row – Ryan Denis, Madi-
son McGowan, Michella Salvitti, Eli Holloway, and Kurt Eckenrode

Elementary Students Perform in Regional Festivals 

Friendship Songfest 

Southern Songfest

Friendship Honors Choir

Southern Honors Choir

Sixth grade students from Friendship and Southern Elementary 
Schools performed in the Pennsylvania Music Educators District 
7 Elementary Songfest March 28th at Biglerville High School. Th e 
students were chosen by teacher recommendation.

Pictured above include the Songfest students from Friendship and Southern. 
From Friendship (left to right) –  Matt Twaddle, Alex Dobry, Jenna Jackson, 
and Ashly Gowen 

From Southern (left to right) – Anthony Stem, Allison Moltz, Noah Day, and 
Allyson Lily 



4

Freshman Orientation Program Receives Award
Shippensburg Identifi es Link Crew as ‘Exemplary’

Th e Southern York County School District’s freshman orienta-
tion program has been recognized by Shippensburg Univer-
sity.

Th e Shippensburg University Study Council recently selected 
the Ninth Grade Link Crew Transition Program as an “Exem-
plary Program.” Along with receiving an award, representatives 
from the high school presented the program to Shippensburg 
University in April. Th e presentation was geared for teachers 
and administrators from across Pennsylvania.

Th e freshman transition program is in its second year at 
Susquehannock High School and is based on the Boomerang 
Project, where juniors and seniors are trained to mentor fresh-
men, beginning with the fi rst day of school and throughout the 
school year. 

“We realized the positive impact of training on the leaders,” 
Susquehannock High School Assistant Principal Robert Bryson 
said.

When the 2008-2009 school year began, classes at Susquehan-
nock were staggered, as new freshman were linked with juniors 
and seniors during their orientation. Th ey participated in team 
building activities to help ease with the transition from middle 
to high school. Th e older students also served as their mentors, 
leaders, role models and friends during the year.

“To see the whole thing come together is unbelievable,” Bryson 
said. “Everybody works really well with each other.”

Th is year, 56 juniors and seniors served as Link Crew leaders. 
Th e high school will soon begin the application process as new 
leaders are selected for next year. 

“We get a great deal of interest and anticipate 120 to 125 appli-
cations from students,” Athletic Director Chuck Abbott said. 
“We meet with all of the individuals and narrow it down.” 

Since implementing the program, the school district has 
received various awards and interest from other school dis-
tricts, the Pennsylvania School Boards Association, and the 
United Way.  Earlier in the school year, the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives also recognized the high school with a 
Golden Apple Award for Education for its Link Crew.

Southern Offers Gifted Programs
Southern York County School District provides mentally gifted programs at all grade levels, kindergarten through grade 12.  Th e 
primary emphasis is on enrichment and acceleration of the regular education curriculum through diff erentiated instruction, either 
within regular education classes or in a separate setting.  Programs are enhanced through 
the use of seminars at the elementary and middle school levels, providing such specialized 
instructional strategies as tiered assignments, curriculum compacting, fl exible grouping, 
learning stations, independent projects, and independent contracts.  At the high school 
level, gifted students engage in honors and advanced placement courses, on-line enrich-
ment coursework, research and technology-based projects, transition planning, indepen-
dent contracts, mentoring and shadowing, and dual enrollment with local colleges and 
universities.

Th e referral process for a gifted evaluation can be initiated by teachers or parents by con-
tacting the student’s building principal and requesting an evaluation.  To be eligible for 
mentally gifted programs in Pennsylvania, a student must have a cognitive ability of at 
least 130 as measured on a standardized ability test.  Other factors that indicate giftedness 
may be considered for eligibility if the student does not meet the 130 IQ requirement.

For more information, contact the Supervisor of Special Education, Southern York County 
School District, at 235-4811, extension 7229.

Pictured above are staff  and student mentors from the 2008-09 Link Crew Pro-
gram, which included more than 50 juniors and seniors, who trained to become 
mentors. Th e high school expects more than 120 applicants for the program for 
the 2009-10 school year.
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Graduation Requirements to Change

preparation for postsecondary education and work experiences. 

A committee, comprised of high school teachers, counselors, students, parents and administrators met during the past year to update 
the project, Assistant Superintendent Julie Szymaszek said.

Within the graduation project, students research various options for potential careers. During their sophomore year, students take 
the Career Seminar class. Th rough career exploration, students develop individual career and education plans, create initial resumes, 
complete job applications, and learn to conduct interviews.  

In conjunction with the Career Seminar, students also complete two fi eld experiences, develop a career plan and present their research. 
Examples include students attending career fairs or shadowing professionals in specifi c careers.

 Th e project may be completed any time beginning in grade 10 (with Career Seminar) and no later than by the end of the fi rst semester 
of grade 12.  

Foundation Obtains Scholarship Awards
Several organizations recently presented 
the Southern York County School Dis-
trict Foundation with awards toward 
scholarships. Two of the groups were 
the Women’s Club of Glen Rock and the 
Glen Rock High School Alumni Associa-
tion.

Th e Women’s Club of Glen Rock pre-
sented $7,750 to the Foundation toward 
the endowment and a scholarship. Th is 
service organization, which helps meet 
the needs of the community with vari-
ous fundraisers, is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary this year.

In addition, Glen Rock High School was 
a predecessor to Susquehannock High 
School. In 2004, alumni of Glen Rock 
High School established an endowment 
to be used toward a yearly scholarship. 
Th is year, the alumni association pre-
sented a check for $20,000 to the Foun-
dation.

 Graduation requirements will change for Susquehannock High School students, begin-
ning with the class of 2013.

Th e Board of Education recently approved a change in the school’s present requirements, 
which includes an additional half credit Career Seminar course for next year’s incoming 
freshman. Th is increases the total number of credits for graduation from 24.5 to 25 cred-
its.

In addition, the school board approved an updated graduation project. Th e updated proj-
ect will provide all students with the opportunity to  explore diff erent career paths in 

Pictured (left to right), top right – Southern 
York County School Board President Robert 
Schefter; SYCSD Foundation President Glenn 
Geiple; from the Glen Rock Women’s Club: Past 
President and Member Margaret Fuhrman; 
President Susan Ferree; Treasurer Shirley 
Seitz; and Secretary Bonnie Fuhrman; bottom 
right – Robert Schefter; Glenn Geiple; Glen 
Rock High School Alumni President David 
Seitz; and Glen Rock High School Alumni Sec-
retary Shirley McCullough



Procedures for Sports 
Physicals

All student athletes, in grades seven through 12, are 
required to have a physical before they can compete in any 
practice or athletic competition. Th is physical is good for 
the entire school year. All information and paper work may 
be downloaded from the District Athletics Web site: www.
syc.k12.pa.us; click on the Athletic Tab; on the left, click on 
Physical Information.

Physical Dates

Tuesday, June 16, 2009
Athletes whose last names begin with A through M
 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. .........................................Athletes A-B-C-D
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. ......................................Athletes E-F-G-H-I
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. ........................................ Athletes J-K-L-M

Th ursday, June 18, 2009
Athletes whose last names begin with N through Z
 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. ........................................Athletes N-O-P-Q
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. ..................................... Athletes R-S-T-U-V
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. ........................................ Athletes W-X-Y-Z

Location:  Susquehannock High School Gymnasium

Cost
$15 per individual athlete

For Further Information:

If you have any questions, please contact the athletic offi  ce, 
235-4811, Ext. 4240
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Students Dance, Raise 
Money for Cancer

Students at Southern Middle School danced for seven hours 
to help children with cancer. As part of the Four Diamonds 
Fund, the school raised money to help combat childhood can-
cer. During the fi rst ever miniTh on, more than 120 students 
danced, cheered, jumped and played games, to help reach the 
school’s goal of raising $5,000. 

Th e all-inclusive program featured entertainment, games, 
music and prizes. Th e participating students, however, had 
to stand for seven hours.

By the end of the evening, that goal was doubled, as the 
school reached $10,226.51, according to Laura Szkudlapski, 
English teacher, and Southern Middle Four Diamonds Fund 
coordinator.

Th is fi rst ever miniTh on, was the culmination of a two-month 
long fundraiser, which began in January. Th e seven-hour 
event was modeled after Penn State’s 46-hour yearly dance 
event - Th on – that also raises money for the Four Diamonds 
Fund. To participate in Southern’s event, students raised at 
least $25 and promised to stay on their feet the entire time. 

“A lot of my friends are taking part in it,” seventh-grader 
Alex Bechtel said. “It seems like a really good cause.” Bechtel 
served on the entertainment committee, one of several com-
mittees that helped students reach their goals.

Th e Four Diamonds Fund, which began in 1972, assists 
children who are treated for cancer at Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital, and their families. Th e Fund has helped 
more than 2,000 families since 1972 and helps off set costs 
not covered by insurance, as well as other expenses, such as 
car repairs, rent, or household utilities. It also helps support 
medical professionals and funds pediatric cancer research.

To help raise money, students at Southern Middle also wore 
hats for the day, paid to duct-tape teachers to the walls dur-
ing lunch, and also purchased pies to throw at teachers, 
Szkudlapski said. 

 “In the duct-taping event, we raised more than $300, and 
the pie-throwing raised more than $450,” she said.

 A team of middle school students cheered for their colors in an event during 
the seven-hour miniTh on fundraiser at Southern Middle School.
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Susquehannock High School

All Sports Booster Club and Alumni Association

Celebrity Golf  Tournament

Featuring:
Prominent Area Sports Celebrities, Including Representa-

tives From a Variety of Local and Professional Teams

 Date ...................................................................................Friday, May 15, 2009
 Location  ........................................ Hickory Heights Golf Course, Spring Grove
 Time  .................................................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
 Format  .............................................................Four-Person Best Ball Scramble
 Entry Fee  ........................................................$85 per Golfer / $340 per Group

Entry Includes — Greens Fees; Cart for 18 Holes; Continental Breakfast;  
Catered Lunch; Celebrity Autographs; Prizes; Raffl es

Detach here and return to:
Chuck Abbott, Athletic Director - Susquehannock High School - PO Box 128 - Glen Rock, PA 17327

Phone:  (717) 235-4811/Extension 4240   E-mail: chuck.abbott@sycsd.org

ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO SHS CELEBRITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

Contact Person / Phone Number / E-mail _______________________________________________

1.  _____________________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________________

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE SUSQUEHANNOCK ALL SPORTS BOOSTER CLUB SCHOLARSHIP FUND AND
THE SUSQUEHANNOCK HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.
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Students Perform 
at Regional Choir 

Festival
Two Susquehannock High School 
students, Siona Dubs (Alto II) and 
Niall Carmichael (Baritone), were 
selected by audition to advance to the 
Region V Choir Festival, which was 
held February 19-21 in Kutztown.  In 
January, they performed at the District 
7 Choir Festival in Waynesboro.

Earn College and High School Credits at 
the Same Time

District Participates in Dual Enrollment Program
Since the 2005-2006 school year, the Southern York County School District has  
partnered with local colleges to off er high school juniors and seniors the opportu-
nity to earn college credit while completing their high school requirements. Because 
Pennsylvania’s state budget includes a grant to support the Dual Enrollment Pro-
gram, eligible high school students may enroll in on-campus courses for a signifi -
cant reduction in the normal cost. Students will receive college credits, as well as 
high school credits, for these courses. 

Colleges/universities that are participating this school year are Penn State York and 
York College. Schools that will participate for the 2009-2010 school year are Har-
risburg Area Community College, Penn State York and York College. It’s important 
that students meet with their high school guidance counselor to get prior approval 
for a college course in order to receive high school credit and to be eligible for grant 
money. Interested students should contact their guidance counselor for more infor-
mation.

YES Makes Buttons for Senior Class 
Th is year, the Yes (Your Employability Skills) program started an in-class button 
business to apply some of the concepts students learned in class. Yes’ company, 
Nuttin’ But Buttinz, has sold more than 700 buttons for various events and cel-
ebrations. Th e money raised is used for fi eld trips to local businesses and is also 
reinvested in materials to keep the button business running. 

As the school year winds down, Nuttin’ But Buttinz has focused its sales toward 
graduation and the Class of 2009. Buttons may be personalized to include students’ 
names and the Class of 2009, and designs vary. Order forms will be given to seniors 
in their homerooms, and the buttons will be delivered to students by May 19th.

YES is a course that teaches students the fundamental skills all employers seek in 
job applicants. Upon completion, students earn a YES certifi cate, which is recog-
nized by more than 100 York County businesses.


